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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Milena Placentile, Curator
Phone: 416.703.9310
milena@shintai-z.com 
Trust Us, We're Artists
The 3rd annual curated component of the 14th annual Junction Arts Festival

Toronto, ON – September 9 & 10, 2006 – The Junction, Dundas Street West from Keele Street to Quebec Avenue
Featured artists: Tejpal S. Ajji (Toronto), Ulysses Castellanos (Toronto), Kirsten Forkert (Montréal/Malmö), and Jessica MacCormack & Hazel Meyer (Montréal)

Communities are more than collections of individuals; they are the product of the various exchanges and relationships that individuals and groups cultivate each day. These relationships influence all sorts of transactions, including ones that are social, economic, political, spiritual, ethical, and administrative, and they affect the experiences that define our quality of life.  

Trust Us, We're Artists (TUWA) is a program of performance-based interventions by five Canadian artists who are interested in issues concerning civic space, social interaction, communication, and behaviour. It is a program that strives to explore the many ways artists can contribute to the development of community life, particularly with regard to how creative thinking can encourage new perspectives. To highlight the importance of relationships within urban environments, TUWA offers a variety of projects that rely on dialogue, physical engagement, and trust as a means of encouraging participants to abandon obstacles to communication, new experiences, and spontaneous fun. Accordingly, the featured performances are interactive, and all visitors to the Junction Arts Festival are welcome to get involved. 
Through diverse opportunities for interaction -- from the collaborative production of human water fountains to palliative gestures in honour of day-to-day loss, to conversations about real estate and the arts, to free hugs -- TUWA hopes to underscore the importance of contemporary art to everyday life as an invaluable means of reflection and empowerment. 

All members of the media are invited to attend Trust Us, We're Artists on September 9 & 10, 2006 from Noon to 6 p.m.  

The curator wishes to announce her availability for interviews.  
For additional information, please contact Milena Placentile by email (milena@shintai-z.com) or by telephone (416.703.9310). 

Images and short biographies are available at http://www.shintai-z.com/trust_us.html. 
The website of the Junction Arts Festival is http://www.junctionartsfest.com.
The Festival is planned and organized by The Junction Forum for Arts and Culture – a local non-profit organization dedicated to promoting the arts.
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Carmen Victor, Director of Publicity and Curated Exhibition Coordinator, Junction Forum for Arts & Culture
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