FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Love.  Sex.  Romance.  Affection.

Who would have ever guessed that Hart House could be a hotbed for this stuff!

TORONTO - Part exhibition, part experiment, "Love and Scandal" is the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery’s newest offering of selections from the Hart House Permanent Collection, and an event for which Curator Milena Placentile aims to make gallery visitors more than just viewers, but active participants.  

How do our personal values and biases concerning love, human relationships (and the many symbols of both) influence the way we judge works of art?  Do our opinions change when we learn more about the artist? What about when we discover new information about the circumstances surrounding the development of a particular piece? Do our opinions change simply by viewing works within a specific context?  What can art tell us about ourselves?  

Placentile asks: “If you’re looking for something specific, do you suddenly find it?”  Context is everything, but so is perspective thus it will be up to gallery visitors to independently assign their own definitions to the terms “love” and “scandal”, thereby taking into consideration their personal value systems as factors influencing their interpretations of art.  As "Love and Scandal" experiment participants, visitors will also have the opportunity to compare responses with others and investigate how their opinions can change with the presentation of new information or views. 

"Love and Scandal" will be available between January 6 and January 30, 2003 will feature work by Greg Curnoe, Robert Markle, Janieta Eyre, Evergon, James Lahey and Lawren and Bess Harris, among others.  Members of the media are invited to participate in the Curator’s talk and tour at 6:00 pm on January 16, 2003.

Milena Placentile is a curator and museum educator now fulfilling her second year as Assistant Curator at the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery, Hart House. Also an Educator with the Textile Museum of Canada, Milena is concurrently pursing a Master in Museum Studies at the University of Toronto.  

Love and Scandal

Selections from the Hart House Permanent Collection

January 6 - January 30, 2003

Hours: Monday to Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Saturday and Sunday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

http://www.utoronto.ca/gallery/
For further information, please contact:

Judi Schwartz, Gallery Director, 416-978-2453

Jennifer Kim, Public Relations, jenn.kim@utoronto.ca
