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Celebrating Eight Decades of Enriching Donations to the

Hart House Permanent Collection of Canadian Art


TORONTO – Every work of art tells a countless number of stories but when brought together to form a collection, diverse artworks can unite to communicate a very special history.  Hart House is a place built through volunteerism, generosity and community – all notions expressed by the story of its important collection of Canadian art.  

What started casually enough has over the years turned into a significant legacy.  From the building of Hart House as a structure, then the desire to decorate its walls, to the contributions of many over the past 83 years, there is a common thread: a love for Canadian Culture and the visual art that it has produced.  Curated by Milena Placentile, Gifted: A Celebration of Generosity to the Hart House Permanent Collection is an occasion to pay acknowledgment to the various individuals and organization that have played a part in what has grown and matured to become the largest private collection of Canadian art in Canada.  

From the contribution of art to the gift of funds designated for the purchase of art, the types of donors who made generous presentations to Hart House are as diverse as the selections of art added to the collection - private individuals, artists, students and Canadian cultural organizations – all parties inspired by Hart House’s dedication and stewardship to the visual arts.

Drawn from the approximately 500 artworks cared for by Hart House Gifted: A Celebration of Generosity to the Hart House Permanent Collection will feature work by artists of wide renown including Franklin Carmichael, Louis de Niverville, Herman Heimlich, Prudence Heward, Guido Molinari, Tony Urquhart and Isabel McLaughlin, among others.

Milena Placentile is a curator and museum educator now in her second year as Assistant Curator of the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery.  Currently employed as Development Coordinator at the Textile Museum of Canada, Placentile is concurrently pursing a Masters degree in Museum Studies at the University of Toronto.


Gifted: A Celebration of Generosity to the Hart House Permanent Collection
Thursday, September 5, to Thursday, October 3, 2001.

Opening reception September 5, 2002 – 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.


The Justina M. Barnicke Gallery
Hart House, University of Toronto
Hours:  Monday to Friday, 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
            Saturday and Sunday, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
http://www.utoronto.ca/gallery/

For further information, please contact:

… Judi Schwartz, Director/Curator of the Justina M. Barnicke Gallery, 416-978-2453
… Julie Mollins, Public Relations, julie.mollins@utoronto.ca
